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Soviet Government is not responsible ". Propaganda and
diplomacy, therefore, went forward hand-in-hand, and
Joffe's role was of a dual nature, diplomat and agitator.
Though he may not have achieved all he had hoped in the
first role, his performance in the second was one of con-
siderable success.

He arrived in Berlin in the last days of April 1918, with
a staff of three hundred, and hoisted the hammer-and-
sickle flag above the former Russian Embassy. He refused
to present his credentials personally to the Kaiser, and,
instead of starting on a round of official visits in the usual
manner of an incoming Ambassador, at once got into
touch with the Independent Socialists and the Spartacus
group. In the printed list of those invited to his first dinner-
party there appeared the names of Karl Liebknecht and
Rosa Luxemburg, both of whom were at that moment
serving prison sentences for sedition and treason.1

The General Staff had foreseen the danger of allowing
a Soviet Embassy to be established in Berlin, or consulates
to be opened in Germany, which would serve as centres
for Bolshevik propaganda. The High Command in the
East had become too well acquainted with the Bolsheviks
to doubt for a minute their sincerity in promoting world
revolution, or that the undermining of the Imperial Ger-
man Government was the first step towards it. Hoffmann,
therefore, recommended, and Ludendorff agreed, that no
Soviet Embassy should be allowed in Berlin until after
the conclusion of a general peace, and that, as long as a
state of war lasted, the two Ambassadors, both German and
Soviet, should have residence in the Headquarters of the
Commander-in-Chief on the Eastern Front, where a check
could be kept on the excessive activity of the Bolshevik
representatives.2

Had this advice been followed there is little doubt that

the course of the friendly diplomatic relations between the

1 The Liberator, loo. tit.     2 Hofimann, ii. 223 ; Ludendorff, ii.